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iilitary Tnstallatlons in dirana. 2 
1. The Tirana military post beacquarters, referree to a5 & Car oo) 25X11 
» is boundec: by to southbounc streets in the direction of, and 
150 to 180 reters north of, Skanderbeg Square. =ts ples side faces a 
dairy which, in turn, is next to a motion nicture the 25X1 
the vost was cormanded by -ajor ne Spiro Moisiu in 
the summer of 1949. he was not reparéed as a reliable 
Communist end, therefore, was retarded in his military career by beiag 
appointed military post commander. 
2, prior to carly 1960 the High Command of the Anbanian Armed Forces in Tirana 
was roferred to as the Cormando Generale ) ce WAS = 95x 
Located eae 1.5 Im south of Skanderbeg Square on the southsounc aveme, 20 
meters wi.d ~y: was bordered on the east by Tirana stadium. The main bulice- 


ing, on the seer sice of a larce rectangular square, includes a central 
section about 0 meters high and two throe-story wings about 20 meters hich. 
f& low building is attached to the rear of the main building. The basencnt 
of the west wing; housec. the sicnal-communications center, and the basement 
of the cast wing the kitchen, neating plant, and a mess hall, xcept for one 
large auditorium, all rooms on the second through sixth floor were offices, 
Officers with ranks ranging from lieutenant to peners a] and male civilians 
were observed in these rooms. It was cstimated that not less than 150 officers 
were assirnec to this ins ee saa aretad tne 30 to hO £3 elder race oflicors 
and 5 or 6 | ger orais, The offices of the renerdis were on the front sice 

or the fourth floor of the central suelica of the main: building. The enly 
hich-reniing Soviet offieor observed in the building had his office on as 
fifth floor of the central section. Signal troops, kitchen personnel, and 
the crews of three medium AA guns vere billeted in the buiiding at the 

rear of the rain buildin,. in 199 the 37m AA puns wore emplaced or a hill, 
about 60 meters south of the rca budtding. Sit ets for a motorcycle and 
motor transport platoon were adjacent to the uoet wing of the main building, 
The viatcon inelnced h or 5 metorcycle messengers and some If3 or pritish- 
made jeeps | The High Command was 
guarded by & company of People's Police, whose billets were southwest of 

the noin building. Sentries, armed wit th Soviet submachine cons and pist ols; 
stood guard outside and on each floor of the main building. 
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3, Prior to the spring of 1950, the so-calle® General Staff of the /lpanian 
Army was located in one of the buildings sf vne officer candidate school. 
which was on a road leading from Tirana iu a northeasterly direction. Painiy 
field-grade officers and about threc generals were seen in the building. 
25X11 [  |there were Soviet officers anong them. Frior to 
late 1919, many motercycle messengers were observed. In Apedl and May 1919 
dust-covered and exhausted motorcycle messengers frequently arrived there. 


25X11 Ce in mosses came from the direction cf 
25X1 the Greek border. the operations of the units along 


the borcer were directed from this building at that tine. 


lh. The artillery inspectorate was in a willa surrounded by a lerge gerden south~ 
east, of the offices of the High Command, on the south side of « strect pare 
to the rain avenue running south from skanderheg Square. In early 195 
Lieutenant Colonel Irvan Petschani or Petscikani was inspector of artiis 


25x11 _CC”*C*~*dS Soviet colonel was attached to the inspectorate, 


S, The Tirana officer candidate school was located on the south side of a road 

which ran east-northeast from the city, about 2,3 km from the Trane water- 

works at the foot of the surrounding hills. The school covered an area of 

at least LOO x 300 meters. The school was established by the Ttaliens and 

included two officer candidate mess buildings with kitchens, eech 50 x 15 neterss 

one three-story Classroom building, about 80 x 20 meters; one single-story 

of ficer<instructors' mess building, about 90 x 20 meters; ome clubhouse for 

officer-instructors and trainees, on the summit of a low hills one two-story 

unidentified building, about LO = 15 meters, one brick building with a gabled 

voof, about 60 x 20 meters, constructed in 1919 and 1950 and still vacant; one 

two-story building, about 80 x 25 meters, housing the telephone exchenge and 

administrative offices end comected with the city by overhead lines; four or 

five instruction halls, each about 60 x 15 meters; and an undetermined muber 

of storehouses ard garages. AlL buildings were brick structures with flat 

eonerete roofs, One three-story building, about 100 x 20 meters, housed the 

so-called Albanien ‘ymy General Staff. [LO —COC#édz‘;C’S«(ON 5X 

Albanian officers who were to be instructed in command and general staff duty 

and trained in the use of specisl weepons were sent to the U.S.5.R. [__ ] 25x1 
25X1 [_]Albanian field-erade officers heve already received such training. in the 

U.5.3.R. The officer instructors held ranks ranging from lieutenant un he 

major. Approximately 20 percent of the ataff were Soviet officers. In the 

of 1950, various units were represented by the officer candidates, most of t- 

NCOs, Red and gpreen~bordered epsulets, with red and green stripes respectiv 

were observed, Troops wearing green-bordered epaulets were medical personnel, 

The trainees were given theoretical instruction and trained with rifles and 

light and heavy machine guns. Seven or eight groups of men, cach group 

commanded by a lieutenant, were frequently observed engaged in eid training 

end close~combat drill. 


6, The Diliria Barracks, adjoining the officer candidate school on the west, covered 
on area of 100 x 70 meters and was composed of brick buildings, It was occupied 
by a signal unit of three or four companies prior to the spring of 1950, The 
troops still wore the old-style uniforms, but with new rank insignia, in 
the spring of 1959. They carried portable radio sets, field telephones, ani 
ather telephone line equipment. One or two radio trucks were occasionally 
observed in the harracks area. They were never seen with the troops engeged in 
field practice. 


=, 


Zogis Palace. It was on the west side of the asphalt highwoy, between Tirane 

and Elbasan, about, 3 km distant from Skentierbes Square. The brick bull 

of the installation, all of whi-a faced the road, included ome guard and m 

building about 60 x 15 meters; one repair shop and garage, about 80 x 10 meters, 

which, however, did not contain any motor vehicles; one building, apparently 

a Sterohouse, about 80 x @ meters; and one Large U-shaped barracks building 

with various annexes, In t SOAS the interior of the main bulldi: _ 

was being recondivioned. i 3 . the People's Polies hcadauarte. > 

was Located in the jnstallacian. ne hoacaquarters was commanded by a major 

general, who had been promoted to this rank in the spring of 19.9. [J 25x1 
25X1 [ |the general was one of the prime ninister’s favorites, From 80 


%, There was also 2 barracks installetion, constructed by the Italians, a% King 
t 


S85 
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to 106 officers and about 20 women wearing civilian clothes arrived fren Tirana 
by truck cally for duty in the installation. ALi officers ard enlisted per- 
sonnel wore a large red cloth stay in sume cases with a geld edge, on thoir upper 
left, sleeves. In the spring of 1910, only a few officers wore the new anifern. 


8, Another barracks installation, adjoining the area of the barrecks installation 
at King dog's Pelace on the south, was in the so-called Seuk, sbout 300 meters 
west of the reac to Mbasan. It includes various unidenbifiec buildings aml 95x41 
Six twoestory brick buildings, about 80 x 20 meters. In May 19h9. troons 
wearing hospital clothing and army ambulances were observed in the instvhlation 


‘““ed to as the Sikwmbin’ Barracks was 1 or ¢ ion from Sicenderkerc 


9, A& biLLeting are: refar 
Square on both sides of 

west of Tirana. The b 
of which, about 800 x 500 meters and located south of the road, includ 
te 35 buildings. while the other installation, about 180 meters square ar 
lecated north of the road, consisted of about six buildings. In varch 1959 » an 
artillery wit was located in the southern installation. ‘fhe motor vehicles 
and horse-drawn vehicles operating in the area were merked with crossed= Poti 
barrel insignia, In March 1950, mins of abou 105mm and guns of another tyre, 

25x11 which were 75mm AT guns, were chserved. The oecunsiuta 
of the northern installation were not identified. 


10, A barracks instellation was also located 2 or 3 km wesieuuxthwest of Shanderber 

Square, on the zorth side of the rosd tc Durres, a city about 30 lm west of 

Tirana, In order from east to west, the installation contained 2 bpilles4 ue al 

administration erea, a repair shop, eight tank garages, and a 4 mo for ungervice- 

abie vehicles. The repair shop consisted of five workshops, ¢ abows 80 % 15 meters,’ 

a foundry, amd on atninistretion building. it repaired and ov oe 

venicles of the Albanian Armed Forces. Its personnel was esti : 

400 troops who sere quartered in the billeting area to the east, Phe teal 

garages measured about 15 x 6 meters each, had flat roolis, and doors of sovru- 

gated sheet mete] on one of the narrow sides, In early 1915, 12 or 13 
25X11 referred to as lejlis[ were observed ia the gararzes 

tank crews were believed to be koused in other bivlets, since ao troops other 

than repair shop personnel were seen in the installation, 


Vi. A fuel cepot was on the north side of the road to Dupees + 0 to 806 rx 

west of the barracks installetica mcutioned in paragraph 10, fe the 
the lirana-buress railroad line ran nast the Genet at a 
meters o 


The depot az 
ineters, with the Long side fronting on the road, and was surrounded by 
in 1916 three empty, unpainted, and rusty stecl containers, each 30 tc 
Long and about 6 meters in diameter, were observed in the depot, The ¢ 
included two wooden sheds with concrete floors. In 1929, moto: vehicles of the 
Albanian Armec Forces, loaded with cans and druus, were occasionally observed 
at the depot. 


12, A fuel depot where Albanian troops were observed, is gbout 7 kw from Tirana, 
on the vight side of the road to Selit. In late April 1950, mumerous 200144 
fuel drums, camouflaged between shrubs and trees, were cbserved, 


5, aoont 400 meters 


eonsistinge 


13. f'n ememnition descot was located ) or 5 Im west of Elba 
hefoere the first bend in the winding roac to ‘irana. 
of several gallerics, (sic) sas suarded when was obsorred 


Led 


25X1 


Ba: galleries were located on the left side of. and about 1 tan 


from, the read near a church with a ruined cleister, 
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prior to the end of /pril 1950, the Albanian Armed Forces consisted of 

an amy,a small navy assigned to coast guard duty, but ne air force. 

fhe armed forces were under the jurisdiction of inver Hoxka, chief of 

state and prime minister. ‘The supreme headquarters of the armed_forces 

was located in Tirana and wes referred to as the High Command. aaa 25X1 
the Tirana military post was the largest in 

the country. The troops in the capital included infantry, artillery, 

tank, AT artillery, and signal personnel, Prior to spril 1951, no 

Soviet or other foreign trocp wits were seen in Albania. However, 

numerous Soviet instructor-cfficers of all ranks were obsexrvec. 


In recent years, the flbaniean uniform was changed, In early 1950, most 
units of the troops in Tirana were equipped with thehew uniform, The 
old uniform was grayish-green, with Germen-style. slash pockets in the 
blouse. ‘The uew uniform is grayish-brewn, with Soviet-style stand-up 
collar, visor-tyoe service cap, steel helmet, anc Goviel rank insignia. 
Albanian generals have cold epaulets without Longitudinal stripes, red 
piping on their trousers, and red cuffs on their evercoats. [__] 25x1 
a major ceneral has two narrow parallel stripes on his 
trousers, ard a lieutenant ceneral one wide red stripe. 


most weapons were Soeviet-nade 
German and Italian odels were still used to a small extent, Various 
of moter vehicles, including Soviet, Germe 


models, were observed with sry units, 


comed weber vehicles. 


Kot included in the army was the Mbroitjes Veowllit (People's Police) which 
was directly subordinate to Prime Minister Hoxta, The reaole's Police 
headquarters was in the barracks installation om the road to ulbasan, 

a town 30 lon southeast of Tirana. Members of the Peoplets Police wore Albanian 
firmy uniforms with a large red star, about 4 em in diameter, on the upper 
left sleeve of the blouse, In addition, there was the Mgurimi (Secret 
Police) which[___ was absolutely loyal to 

the goverment, while only 50 percent of the People's Police were Communists 
arty doctrine, , 
Albanian privates[_—~—~—C J rei Q payment of 100 Lek per momh, 
which is the equivalent of about eS cents, Fachory workers earned 300 to 
oO Lek per day. For exemple, the price cherged for 250 grams of tobacco 
or lke of nuts was about 100 Lek. 
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